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13 Joseph took the two of them — Ephraim with his right [hand], to Israel’s
left, and Manasseh with his left, to Israel's right — and he drew close to him.
14 But Israel extended his right hand and laid it on Ephraim’s head though he
was the younger and his left hand on Manasseh's head. He maneuvered his
hands, for Manasseh was the firstborn. '* He blessed Joseph and he said, “O
God before Whom my forefathers Abraham and Isaac walked — God Who
shepherds me from my inception until this day: ' May the angel* who re-
deems me from all evil bless the lads, and may my name be declared upon
them, and the names of my forefathers* Abraham and Isaac, and may they
proliferate abundantly like fish* within the land."

17 Joseph saw that his father was placing his right hand on Ephraim’s
head and it displeased him; so he supported his father's hand to remove it
from upon Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. '® And Joseph said to his
father, “Not so, Father, for this is the firstborn; place your right hand on his
head.”

19 But his father refused, saying, "I know, my son, | know; he too will
become a people, and he too will become great; yet his younger brother
shall become greater than he, and his off-spring{’s fame] will fill the nations.”

3 Strive for Tt ] D"-GO”
' We have explained above that everyone is given the in-
struments precisely suited to his individual task. In con-
nection with this task, a man's helpmate is selected, as
well as every detail of his physical environment. “Forty
days before the embryo is formed, a heavenly voice pro-
claims: ‘The daughter of so-and-so [is destined to marry]
so-and-so; the house of so-and-so [is destined to go to)
so-and-so; and similarly, the field of so-and-so [will go] to
so-and-so’.”?” All of these are instruments a person needs
to fulfill his life’s purpose according to the portion allot-
ted to his soul. (How foolish are those who query the ap-
parent comparison of the wife to the house and field!
They fail to grasp that the whole environment surround-
ing a person, both personal and material, is fixed in accor-
dance with his spiritual requirements.) This total
environment, provided for everyone in keeping with his
or her life task, js whart our Rabbis refer to as a person’s
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2 S he blessed them that day, saying, “By you shall Israel bless * saying, ‘May
God make you like Ephraim and like Manasseh’ " — and he put Ephraim before

{_Manasseh.
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The Midrash says that the letters n_and v do not appear in the

names of the various tribes. No cheit (xvn) ie. no sin or deficiency
s to be found in their names. That is why Yaakov thought to
reveal the end of days to them. But he also saw that the letters p and
¥ — forming the word yp — also do not appear in their names. And
therefore, he changed his mind. Does this imply, God forbid, that the
final redemption is not inherent in Klal Yisrael?

Another Midrash gives the following analogy. A confidant of the
king was dying and called his children to his bedside to reveal the
royal secrets that the king had confided to him. Before he began,
however, he saw that the king was also standing at his bedside. He
immediately substituted an exhortation to his children to be careful to
) stead of his intended message. Similarly>

honor the king properly in
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The Midrash relates that in the merit of “the names of the sons of

Israel” the entire hosts of heaven and earth exist. What is in a name?
The holy books tell us that the name of a person or object expresses

its essence. Thus Adam exhibited his genius by naming all the created
beings, and thereby identifying each one’s essence.

Before the construction of the Tabernacle, Hashem told Moshe to
inform Klal Yisrael: “Contemplate the fact that I have called [him]
by the name of Betzalel.” Hashem stressed that by conferring a name
on Betzalel, He had imbued him with all his phenomenal skills. We
learn from Betzalel that each and every one of us, without exception,
is blessed with various unique talents and abilities. All these gifts are
bestowed on us from Above and given with the express intention
that they be utilized for the furtherance of Torah and Klal Yisrael,
just as Betzalel's talents were obviously conferred upon him to enable
him to build the Mishkan.

The Midrash relates that every person has various names: the one
Hashem gives him, that which his parents give him, the name he is
called by his friends, and above all the one that he earns for himself.
Everyone is endowed with a variety of talents and skills. Some are
directly endowed by Heaven. Some are the result of heredity and
environment. But the most significant are those that come by virtue
of developing and actualizing one’s potential. In this vein, the
Midrash says that the angel called out, “Avraham, Avraham!” at the
culmination of the Akeidah: “Avraham above, Avraham below.” At
that point, Avraham’s Heavenly name, which reflected his true
potential, was realized and matched by his actual stature here on
earth.

Yaakov wished to reveal the secrets of Mashiach, but saw the
Shechinah at his bedside and out of embarrassment substituted the

blessings.

gThe development and perfection of this world depends on the
realization of each Jew's individual potential. It is in this perspective
that the world was created for the names of the Jewish people. The
Midrash tells us that the final redemption is alluded to in the names
of the tribes for they contain the potential for bringing the world m*
its final redemption.




1
Mashiach can come at two possible times: at the preordained
deadline or prior to that deadline if we merit it. Yaakov observed the
perfection inherent in the names of his children. There was no cheit,
Do deficiency in their potential abilities. Hence there was no need for
Mashiach to tarry until the keitz, the preordained deadline. Yaakov
saw that if they perfected their potential, Mashiach would come
before the keitz. Thus the letters yp did not appear in their names.
In light of this let us re-examine the Midrash of the king’s
confidant. The confidant reflected that if he told his children the
king's mysteries, they would know this information only second-
hand. But if he could inspire them to be careful in honoring the king,
they would merit to become confidants of the king themselves and
hear his secrets firsthand.
Similarly, Yaakov wished to reveal the keitz to his children. But
after realizing the potential inherent in them, he chose to impart to

them that which would obviate the keitz and bring the redemption
closer.

16
acquaint him with himself. The Mishnah (Avos 3:18) says: “Man is
precious. having been crezted in God'’s image, and even more so for
having been informed that he was created in God’s image.”
Self-knowledge of one's abilities and talents, as well as one's
shortcoming and limitations, is the greatest blessing; it is the means
enabling one to realize his Divine mission in this world.

Yaakov realized that the ultimate geulah depended on the
development of his sons’ potential, the potential inherent in their
names. Rather than reveal the deadline for redemption, he opted to
bless them with self-knowledge that could help them bring the
redemption at a much earlier date. In this vein, knowledge of the
capabilities they possessed was itself a blessing *_

As we close the Torah, may we strengthen ourselves to develop the
unigue potential inherent in our names for the furtherance and
enhancement of Torah and Klal Yisrael, and thereby bring the
geulah sheleimah speedily in our days.
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17. And Eli answered and said: Go in peace, and the God
of Israel will grant your request which you have asked of
Him. 18. And she said: May your bondswoman find favor
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I c‘é\_ . 09K B} BN3731 — AND BLESS ME, AS WELL.
die, 133 Ky — for I am a firstborn.®

32 Take even your flock and even your cat-
tle, as you have spoken, and go — and
bless me, as well'"
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will grant your requess: "He aonm-
nownced o her that ber prayer bad
been accepred.” — R. According o R,
this is a prophecy, and is rendered
‘will grant.” K bases this on Midrashic
sources, Others, however, explain this

as a:_gra!erl rather than a prophecy,
rendering: y the of Israel grant

your request.’ — D. Both opinions are
considered by K and G.
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The Divrath Shelomoh asks a similar question on the
subject of Jacob’s blessings to Ephraim and Menasseh. The
Torah relates that Jacob put his right hand on Ephraim’s
head and left hand on Menasseh’s head and blessed them with
the following praver to God:
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May the angel who has redeemed me from all evil
bless these youths, and in them may be called my
name and the name of my fathers, and may they
propagate abundantly in the midst of the Land.®
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The Torah adds that Joseph, disturbed at his father

placing Ephraim in front of his elder brother and thinking-

that it was unintentional, tried to transfer his father’s right
hand from Ephraim to Menasseh. Jacob then told him that he
had acted intentionally, for Ephraim would be greater than
Menasseh. Then the Torah records a further blessing of Jacob:
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And he blessed them on that dav saying: Through
vou shall Israel bless, saying, "May God make you
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like Ephraim and like Menasseh’ And he placed
Ephraim before Menasseh.19

The Divrath Shelomoh asks why Jacob blessed them again
when he had already blessed them once.

3
Fora blessing to be effective, he writes, it is not sufficignt *
that he who bestows the blessing should deserve the fulfilment
of his blessing. The person blessed must himself finmly
believe in the blessing. Hence, the very fact that Joseph
thought his father’s blessing was not valid because he had
unintentionally confused the two sons, invalidated the
blessing.. Accordingly, Jacob had to bless them afresh, after

making it clear to Joseph that he knew what he was doing.
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This is the precious gift we look forward to receiving from
Shabbos. This is the wealth that Shabbos Kodesh bestows upon
us: that we can truly sense and understand the wonderful fact
that Hashem exists. He’s a living reality in our lives. We can
spend time with Him and sit at His table, partaking of His food.

126

Shabbos showers us with all the precious gifts that during the
rest of the week seem so hard to attain: entuinah, bitachon, ahavas
Hashem, yiras Hashen. All the facets of relating to Hashem are
within our grasp on Shabbos. All we have to do is take advan-
tage of this time. That’s why Shabbos is ma‘ayan ha-berachos, the

fountain of all blessing."
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We also find that Yaakov gave Yosef the kesones pasim, a spe- ® epm. 2w T )
cial present that he didn't give any of his other sons. When Yaakov MO KD OTT 2. KOR mie
blessed all his children, it was as if he were saying to Yosef, “You TRF? DI UKk oX 3% 1M o
are my favourite, and I'm giving it all to you.” Yaakov had a koach W TN Nk Dyt BTk Yw vew by
of ©1¥n 3 by, an inheritance without boundaries. Why did 3% M3 KA o are.nrb by
he give this only to Yosef and not to the others as well? We also - ;."1 32 '3 W WwKow apy yap
find that Yaakov said to Yosef Yn» 7720 92 — “through you shall [ 59323 vadb mor v quna
Yisroel bless” (ibid. 48:20). Indeed the blessing to be used for
all generations was that one’s children should be “like Ephraim
and Menasheh,” Yosef’s children. Why do we use only the sons of
Yosef and not the forefathers? Surely we all want our sons to be
like Avrohom, so why was Yosef chosen? IO R BR ORTA L TIERY Sk
The Maharal says that the koach of Yisroel is nvny), the eternity Eois BT s s oy

of the Jewish nation. There is'a line connecting us from Avrohom, .

Yitzchok and Yaakov to the tribes from whom we are descended,

masm ann BPws AXSem aesua)
712°302 5% oY T2 1Y TR Ao
DRM—AnNnM 1S oams o013 s
T3 92 1T PPNA T fova

until us. Even a Jew who sins can't be cut off from the Avos. There fe? A‘ﬂh w“"“‘TM‘-LL‘

is only one way one can cause a halt to this: if he mar.rics oult; Since T T
we say N2 179, the child goes after the mother (Kiddushin 68b), Joseph's sons were elevated to the status of full fledged
he has caused a cessation of the chain of Yisroel. Yosef's test was ;&t’:"mf::e:ie l:’\jed::;:::;!:s mE;[::;a;:cxe aor;qrh ‘-'.':2:”:“,
regarding nmn3 21, All the other tribes married the daughters and temptation of Eg]:rphan Talture. Jewish paren[—,.
of the land and converted them. Yosef's test was with Potiphar’s m%ﬁilr‘.‘-—-m v jidren show comparable com
wife. She couldn’t go through conversion, since she was a married D —
women. Had he stumbled, there would have been a break in the
chain of Klal Yisroel.
rp The Gemora (Yuma 35b) says that Yosef will cause a claim 2T TLEE PN 3
against people when they are judged in the Heavenly Court. The BYN AwInD BMIEND BYpSn RN
accuser will ask a person how come he didn't control his yetzer. He T LTEIB MY ovBER AN
will reply, "I was good-looking. And I'm just one man, I'm nothing, DMDRD W W JIW nRp pand
whilst the yetzer hora is a malach.” The accuser will then answer, MR AN v e v xnw
“But look at Yosef Hatzaddik.” Yosef had the same test as evervone m onRD P3m umn qopb v
else, vet he strengthened himself and maintained the kedushah ;':“” moy>  Kox :‘3"3” 7 13 K
) : N 3R 93 0 57y oAb a anm
tfor generations. His koach was the mm1n wmn.. He could h'aive D R E, s i s
broken the chain, yet he didn't, so he merited this brochoh. The Yo R BT T % e Kb
other tribes didn’t have this test, so they couldn’t merit these bro-

V2 711 01N 0wk 3 owham
chos. Therefore Yosef's children were each given the status of a
tribe like Shimon and Levi. [t was because his children prove the
connection to the Avos, precisely because kedushah is the link to
the Avos.

Ayl

We can now also understand why we are again told how Yosef |

was already in Egypt at the beginning of Shemos. Yosef was a Jew
in Egypt. in the yann may, yet he overcame all it had to offer. Whilst
the yetzer hora has many ways, we have to follow the example of
Yosef and not get burned. We must be careful not to let all sorts
of _tumah into our homes, for ourselves and for our children. We
have to learn the halachos, especially those in Even Ha'ezer, to
understand what kedushah is. Many people indeed own a set of
Shulchan Aruch, yet much of it is never used. We must realise
that it's not just for rabbonim; there are certain parts that must
be learned by everyone. These are the laws found in simanim 21-
25. We should use these days for strengthening ourselves in these
matters, and may we merit Moshiach speedily in our days.
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